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Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 
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Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  the 
31st.  December,  1953*  Once  again  the  Death  rate  is  very 
considerably  below  those  prevailing  in  the  County  of  Devon 
and  in  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  even  after  the 
application  of  the  comparability  factor  which  allows  for 
the  fact  that  many  more  older  people  in  retirement  live  in 
this  district  than  are  found  in  more  populous  and  indust¬ 
rialised  parts  of  the  country. 


The  Neo-natal  Mortality  rate,  that  is,  the  proportion 
of  deaths  in  respect  of  babies  under  the  age  of  one  month, 
shows  a  disturbing  rise,  ten  babies  having  died.  In  eight 
of  the  cases  the  babies  were  born  prematurely  and  died 
within  the  first  day.  In  the  other  two  cases  death  was 
caused  by  congenital  malformations.  It  is  difficult  to 
see  how  the  number  of  deaths  from  these  causes  could  have 
been  materially  reduced.  No  deaths  occurred  between  the 
ages  of  one  month  and  twelve  months  and  in  consequence  the 
Infant  Mortality  rate  -  Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one 
year  -  is  the  same  as  the  Neo-natal  Mortality  rate. 


There  has  been  a  big  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  Infectious  Diseases  which  have  been  notified.  This  is 
almost  entirely  due  to  the  rise  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Measles  which,  as  is  usual,  appears  in  epidemic  form  in 
alternate  years*  It  is  noteworthy  that  the  epidemic  of 
this  year  when  two  hundred  and  eighteen  cases  of  Measles 
occurred  was  much  less  severe  than  that  of  1951  when  six 
hundred  and  thirteen  cases  were  notified. 


Regular  samples  of  water  are  taken  from  all  the 
CouncilTs  sources  of  supply  for  bacteriological  examinat¬ 
ion,  The  results  are,  on  the  whole,  good,  but  it  is 
inevitable  that  some  of  the  smaller  supplies  will,  from 
time  to  time,  show  fairly  heavy  bacteriological  contamin¬ 
ation,  The  supervision  of  a  small  supply  needs  as  much 
care  and  attention  as  does  a  large  one.  The  usual  method 
of  chlorination  of  small  village  supplies  is  by  the  addit¬ 
ion  of  hypochlorite  solution  by  a  constant  drip  apparatus. 
These  machines  are  very  fickle  in  their  behaviour  and  the 
rate  of  the  drip  supply  varies  from  time  to  time  despite 
the  best  supervision  that  can  be  given.  At  times  there 
may  be  a  great  excess  of  chlorine  in  the  water  making  it 
unpalatable:  at  other  times  the  supply  of  chlorine  will  stop 
altogether  and  the  water  may  be  unsafe.  In  the  course  of 
time  these  small  supplies  will  have  to  be  abandoned,  and 
I  trust  that  the  Council  will  take  every  opportunity  to 
abolish  these  small  sources  of  supply  and  link  those  vill¬ 
ages  with  the  larger  trunk  supplies  as  they  are  developed 
in  the  area. 

The  arrangements  for  sewage  disposal  vary  very  con¬ 
siderably  through  the  district*  In  some  of  the  smaller 
villages  the  method  of  disposal  is  primitive.  There  is 
no  evidence  that  there  is  any  greater  incidence  of  the 
sewage  borne  diseases  in  these  villages,  and  attempts  to 
isolate  disease  producing  organisms  from  some  of  the 
contaminated  streams  have  failed.  Large  and  expensive 
disposal  systems  will  have  to  be  undertaken,  but  in 
general  I  would  first  recommend  the  spending  of  any  money 
available  on  the  improvement  in  the  water  supplies  in  the 
area. 


In  Geb-bbe-r  of  this  year  an  order  was  made  under  the 
Pood  and  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream)  Act, 
1950  which  applied  to  the  following  parishes:- 


Broadhempston,  Coif inswell,  Haccombe-with- 
Coombe,  Ipplepen,  Ker swells,  Ogwell,  Stob^- 
inteignhead,  Torbryan  and  Woodland.  ,  . 


Under  this  order  which  took  effect  from  the  — Gcbbberr, 

1  953  all  milk  sold  by  retail  would  have  to  be  "Pasteurised11 
"Sterilised",  "Tuberculin  tested"  or  "Accredited"  milk 
from  a  single  herd.  Prom  a  public  health  point  of  view 
this  is  a  great  advance  as  it  is  only  by  action  such  as 
this  that  cases  of  bovine  tuberculosis  can  be  eliminated. 

It  is  hoped  that  a  further  order  will  be  issued  shortly 
to  cover  all  the  remaining  par j shes  in  this  Rural  District. 
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Every  August  complaints  are  received  concerning  nuis¬ 
ances  associated  with  fields  used  for  camping  and  caravan- 
ing.  Holidays  of  this  type  are  becoming  increasingly  pop¬ 
ular  and  large  numbers  of  people  arrive  in  South  Devon  with 
their  camping  equipment,  in  most  cases  no  arrangements  have 
been  made  regarding  a  camping  site  and  for  a  period  of 
three  to  four  weeks  many  sites  on  the  main  roads  to  the 
coast  are  overcrowded  and  the  arrangements  for  water  and 
sanitation  are  found  to  be  grossly  inadequate.  It  is 
expected  that  this  form  of  holiday  will  continue  to  be  very 
popular,  and  if  it  is  not  to  be  associated  with  an  annual 
public  health  nuisance,  it  is  essential  that  more  sites 
with  satisfactory  sanitary  arrangements  should  be  provided 
even  though  these  sites  may  be  used  for  only  six  to  eight 
weeks  at  the  height  of  the  holiday  season. 

The  problem  of  aged  persons  in  the  District  who  are 
'without  proper  care  and  attention  becomes  more  acute  each 
year*  In  no  case  during  1953  did  official  action  have  to 
be  taken  under  the  National  Assistance  Acts,  1948  and  1951 
but  unofficial  action,  which  is  always  to  be  preferred,  ha 
been  taken  frequently*  Residential  and  hospital  accommod¬ 
ation  for  these  people  is  very  limited  and  even  in  acute 
cases  it  is  often  not  possible  to  rind  an  immediate  vacancy. 
An  unfortunate  feature  of  the  Welfare  Service  in  this  dir¬ 
ection  is  the  difficulty  which  arises  in  those  cases  where 
there  is  a  need  for  some  minor  medical  attention  not  in  it¬ 
self  sufficient  to  warrant  the  use  of  a  Hospital  bed,  but 
sufficient- to  preclude  admission  to  one  of  the  County 
Councils  homes* 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman,  Councillors, 
and  all  members  of  the  staff  for  the  help  and  co-op¬ 
eration  received  during  the  year* 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health* 


26th.  October,  1954* 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA. 


■A.  -i_  O  - — ^  3*  -  -4  O  O  O  ^ 

Population  Mid  -  1953  . . . . 

Population  1  951  Census  . .  *  . . .  .  . .  «  . . „ . . 

Rateable  Value  as  at  1st.  January 9  1953  . .  £. 

Rateable  Value  as  at  31st.  December,  1953  . 

Product  of  Id.  rate  as  at  1st.  April,  1953  <£. 


92,650 

25,330 

25,795 

145,109 

149,679 

588 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Legitimate 

145 

149 

294 

Illegitimate 

10 

8 

18 

155 

157 

31  2. 

Crude  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Corrected  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Crude  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon 

Corrected  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  England 

and  Wales 


12.32 

13.55 

13.4 
14. 74 

15.5 


STILL  BIRTHS. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male. 

Female. 

Total 

5 

3 

8 

1 

1 

2 

6 

4 

10. 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  population  -  0.39 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births  -  31.05 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 

England  and  Wales 

-  4  - 


22.4 
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DEATHS, 

The  average  age  at  death,  from  all  causes,  was  found  to  he 
67.57  years*  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  average  age  of 
all  male  deaths  v/as  66*71  years  and  for  female  deaths  68*37 
years* 


Male.  Female.  Total. 

151  160  311. 


Crude  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  -  12.28 

Corrected  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  -  9*46 

Crude  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon  -  14*17 

Corrected  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon  -  10.77 

Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  England  and  Wales  -  11.4 


Infant  Mortality . 

(Death  of  Infants  under  1  year) 

Male.  Female.  Total. 


Legitimate  4  6  10 

Illegitimate  -  ~  - 


Infant  Mortality  rate  (Death  of  Infants  under  one  year) 

per  1000  related  live  "births  -  32.05 

Infant  Mortality  rate  Administrative  County  of  Devon  -  25.56 


Corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales 


26.  8 


Neo-natal  Mortality,, 

(Death  of  Infants  under  4  weeks) 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  4  6  10 

Illegitimate  -  - 

Neo-natal  Mortality  rate  (Death  of  Infants  under  4  weeks) 

per  1000  related  live  hirths  -  32.03 

Neo-natal  Mortality  rate  Administrative  County  of  Devon  -  17*92 

Corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  -  17*7 

~  5  ~ 
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DEATHS. (contdl) 

Maternal  Mortality 

One  maternal  death  occurred  during  1953  in  this  District: 
six  maternal  deaths  having  occurred  v/ithin  the  County  of  Devon 


AGE  AT  DEATH, 

Male. 


Infants  under  4  weeks  4 

1 

5  -  1 

15  5 

25  7 

45  -  31 

65  -  45 

75  and  over  58 


151 


Total:  311. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

» 

Male. 


All  Causes  151 

Tuberculosis  -  respiratory  2 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases  - 

Malignant  neoplasm  stomach  2 

Malignant  neoplasm  lung,  bronchus  1 

Malignant  neoplasm  breast  - 

Malignant  neoplasm  uterus  - 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic 

neoplasms  14 

19 


Female. 

6 

1 

1 

5 

33 

34 
80 

1  60 


3 


1 

1 

1 

4 

2 


18 


30 


c/  fwd. 

—  6 


. 

' 

■ 

.  , 

'  1 

'  ’ 


•  •  _ 


.*  • . 

■ 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  (contd. ) 

Male.  Female. 

b/fwd.  1 9  30 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  2  1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  17  28 

Coronary  disease,  angina  20  17 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  5  3 

Other  heart  disease  29  31 

Other  circulatory  disease  13  14 

Influenza  2  3 

Pneumonia  2  3 

Bronchitis  8  6 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system  -  1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  2  1 

Gastritis*  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  1  1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  2  - 

Hyperplasis  of  prostate  7  - 

Congenital  malformations  -  2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  -  1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases  15  17 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  3  1 

All  other  accidents  2  - 

Suicide  2  — 

1 51  1  60 


Total:  311m 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Male* 

Female 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

ii 

13 

Measles 

106 

112 

Acute  Pneumonia 

7 

3 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

Dysentery 

6 

5 

Erysipelas 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

2 

135 

140 

Total. 

6 

24 
21  8 

10 

1 (Visitor) 

11 

1 

4 


275 


Total;  275» 
TUBERCULOSIS. 


Seventeen  cases  of  pulmonary  and  five  cases  of  non-pulmon- 
ary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  Details  are  set 
out  in  the  following  table; 


AGE  PERIODS 


CASES. 


Infants  under  one  year 

1 

5 

15 

25 

45 

65 

75  and  over 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary. 

M.  F. _ M. _ F.___ 


1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 


1 

1 

3 

1 


2 

2 

1 


6 


5 


Total:  22 

-  .8  - 
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HOUSING. 

During  the  year  under  review  eighty-nine  houses  have  been 
completed  as  shown  in  the  table  given  below: - 

Details  as  to  Council  houses  erected 


PARISH 


NUMBER  OP  HOUSES. 


BOVEY  TRACEY  33 
IPPLEPEN  4 
ILSINGTON  6 
KERSWELLS  (Kingsker swell)  10 
KINGSTEIGNTON  30 
MORETQNHAMPSTEAD  6 


89# 


Totals  89* 

Private  Enterprise. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  Houses  completed  under  the 
heading  of  private  enterprise  was  seventy. 

ACTION  UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS.. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1.93.6* 
Pour  Notices  were  served. 

m  »  *  y  *. 

Six  premises  were  closed  to  comply  with  Statutory  Under¬ 
takings  which  had  been  given. 

Sixteen  properties  were  re-conditioned  according  to  Under¬ 
takings  given. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

No  Notices  were  served  during  1953. 

Housing  Actc  1949* 

No  grants  were  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1949. 
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